Good morning and welcome to Trace, if you are new with us my name is Aaron and I am one of the pastors around here. And per that bumper video you might be wondering what in the world have you walked into. Well last week we kicked off our summer series called “Tell me more about…” where we are going to address several topics that you want to know more about or we think you should know more about. And last week I mentioned how this week we are covering aliens, UFO’s, UAPs (unidentified aerial phenomenon.) Now, if you are anything like me, you might have historically put this subject into the same category as Big Foot and Lochness monster, and assumed that only the conspiracy theorists among us are interested in such things. Well that couldn’t be any further from the truth today, because it is one of the most trending topics online. If you haven’t been paying attention, let me catch you up. Over the last 4-6 weeks our government for the first time has declassified hundreds of documents including video footage from several different military branches and testimony from high ranking officials confirming that we have encountered crafts that cannot be explained by natural physics, and no military branch or country has this technology.  Since all of this has come out, and knowing they are planning to declassify even more documents, I personally feel a responsibility as your pastor to give you a Biblical framework for how you should interpret all of this. And it’s important for you to know, I have actually been thinking about this sermon on this subject for a while. And the reason I want you to know that is because this is not a reactionary sermon from me, I have thought a lot about this, I’ve looked into evidence, studied the scriptures, and what I will teach you today will give you a Biblical lens in which you should use to view these kind of things. And to be clear, my goal today is not to get into eye witness accounts, or stories of abductions, or any of that. My goal is to help you to understand all of this from a spiritual perspective. 
I believe the best way to approach this conversation is by starting with a question. Do you understand the world in only physical terms, or spiritual? The reason why I start with this question is because it will determine the premise you start with and therefore build your worldview off of. So when you hear about potential UFO’s or UAP’s do you immediately think that this is all bogus because it doesn’t fit within your physical worldview framework. Or maybe you think these are beings from another planet, you immediately go sci-fi. Well, what I am going to suggest today is more of a spiritual explanation because I believe what many people have witnessed is more demonic in nature than beings from another world. 
And if you will allow me to, let me give us a brief caution. If you only think of this world from what you can see and understand physically, I believe you will be more easily deceived by the devil. We do not simply live in a physical world, where everything can be explained away through science and reason. We very much live in a spiritual world, where there is also an unseen realm. “The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.” Col. 1:15-16 (NIV) Don’t overlook what Paul is saying in Eph.6. “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” Eph. 6:12 (NIV) So what can we gather from that, well if there are unseen spiritual realms, that means there are also beings that can come and go from these spiritual realms. In other words they are interdimensional and are not bound by the same limitations we are. We see this played out several times in Scripture when angels or other spiritual beings come and go. In Judges 6:21 an angel appears to Gideon and then vanishes from his sight. In Luke 2 when the host of angels show up to tell the shepherds about the birth of the Messiah, and then they are gone and go back into heaven. In Acts 12 an angel shows up in prison with Peter and then disappears. And then think about Satan being in the desert with Jesus, did Satan just happen to be hanging out in the same desert as Jesus, no he showed up because he is interdimensional. Now, I want to share a quick theological opinion with you that will take us on a detour but it will play into our conversation. So, hear me out. I don’t think all evil spirits are interdimensional. I am going to lose some of you for a second, and if I do, go back and watch my sermon from January on the Nephilim and what I say next will make more sense. Just like there are classifications of angels, I believe there are classifications of evil spiritual beings. And I am in the camp that believe that demons are not fallen angels, they are the disembodied spirits of the Nephilim and are bound to this earth and can only inhabit non-believers, which means they are not interdimensional. But there are also fallen angels and other evil spiritual beings that are referred to as the fallen sons of God in Genesis 6 that do have more power and ability than a demon. Which means they can be interdimensional, just like Satan can.  
Now, why is all of that important for our conversation about aliens. Well, if our government and other world governments have discovered and maybe even interacted with “beings” from other planets, which is the claim, not by conspiracy theorists podcasters, by now by official statements made from those in congress. If that is true, and I do believe some of these reports are true, but we should be very slow to believe that they are actual aliens from other planets as much as we should consider that this is Satan’s next master plan of deception. If you hold to a biblical worldview, it is more likely that these beings are the same culprits that rebelled against God long ago that we read about in Genesis 6 and Rev. 12. Think about it, Satan is never sitting idle. Jesus tells us in John 10 that his intent is to steal, kill, and destroy. “… He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” John 8:44b (NIV) which is why I teach about Satan I often say his greatest weapon is not going to be something super scary or demonic, his greatest weapon is deception. And we would be fullish to not understand that he has been working on plans for centuries in hopes to deceive the world, including believers. “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.” 1 Tim.4:1 (NIV) So what would be Satan’s motivation in deceiving people to think that there are aliens from other planets. Well, think about it. First, we now have these devices in our hands that both allow us to capture footage, and share with people all around the world in an instant. And so if Satan can convince people that this footage that we are watching is evidence that there is life elsewhere, then maybe everything we have learned about God and the Bible is wrong. And what happens when we do encounter these “non earthly beings” that I would say is demonic in nature, and they bring us some new knowledge that makes us feel like we are wrong about everything, and now we can be enlightened. That is a pretty darn good plan from Satan if I do say so myself. Let me show you something interesting that was once said about Satan. 
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course[a] of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience” Eph. 2:1-2 (ESV) 
Trace one of my main objectives this morning is to give you a warning on subjects like this, so that you will not be deceived. And to be clear, both Jesus and Paul also give us warnings about such things, not aliens specifically, but to be careful that we are not deceived.  And many of these warnings come in In Matt. 24 when Jesus is talking about the end times. 
“As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”
4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.” Matt. 24:3-8(NIV)
“At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you ahead of time.” Matt. 24:23-25 (NIV)
“The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, 10 and all the ways that wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie 12 and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.” 2 Thes. 2:9-12(NIV)
Is it possible that Satan has been planning to use AI, UFO’s and UAP stuff to fulfill this prophecy. Seems like a smart play to me. Now, do we know for sure, no, but I think we need to at least keep this in the realm of possibilities so that we are not deceived, just like Jesus warned us. And some of you are thinking, Pastor Aaron, are you saying we are living in the end times. I am not one to make predictions, but we are living in some very interesting times where several end time prophecies are coming to a head. We will talk more about that in the fall. 
So what do we know. 
1. We live in a Spiritual world that includes interdimensional spiritual beings. So our first “interpretation of aliens” should keep that in mind first. Because we know that to be true. 
2. Satan is a master of deception, and we must first look at this UFO/UAP conversation through the lens of his deception and desire to kill, steal, and destroy our belief in God. 
3. I don’t want to see you shaken, alarmed, and I don’t want to see you question your faith because of these disclosures. So remember the words of both Jesus and Paul when they warn about “great signs and wonders” deceiving believers in the end times. We must be Biblically sound so that we don’t become the very people that they warned us about. 
Do I have a lot more opinions, yes, but I will reserve those to myself for now. Will I go see the movie Disclosure Day by Stephen Spielberg that comes out in a couple weeks, you better believe it. 


